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Our Curriculum Vision
At Westwood College, we believe every student deserves access to an ambitious, inclusive and knowledge rich curriculum that enables them to succeed academically and personally.
Our curriculum is designed to develop confident, resilient and responsible young people who are equipped with the knowledge, skills and experiences needed for further education, employment and life in modern Britain. Through high quality teaching, enrichment opportunities and strong pastoral support, we aim to ensure that every student achieves their potential and is prepared for their future.
Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact
Intent
We provide a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum that enables all students to acquire powerful knowledge, develop key skills and achieve their personal best.
Implementation
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced and delivered by specialist teachers. Learning is supported through effective assessment, adaptive teaching, intervention and enrichment opportunities to ensure all students can succeed.
Impact
Students leave Westwood College with the qualifications, knowledge, character and confidence needed to thrive in further education, employment and adult life.
Key Principles
Our curriculum:
· Is ambitious and inclusive for all learners.
· Promotes high achievement and personal development.
· Provides a broad range of academic and vocational opportunities.
· Supports students in making informed choices about their futures.
· Develops literacy, numeracy and independent learning skills.
· Promotes equality, diversity and respect.
· Ensures all students, including those with SEND, can access a challenging curriculum.
· Enriches learning through wider experiences beyond the classroom.

Literacy and Numeracy
Literacy and numeracy are developed across the curriculum, ensuring students have the communication, reading, writing and mathematical skills required to succeed in all subjects and in everyday life.
Curriculum Structure
Westwood College offers a progressive curriculum for students in Years 9 to 13. Our curriculum supports progression from Key Stage 3 through to Key Stage 5, enabling students to build knowledge and skills over time before specialising through GCSE and Sixth Form pathways.
Year 9
As a high school, Westwood College welcomes students in Year 9. Year 9 provides a broad and balanced curriculum that builds on prior learning, supports successful transition into the school and prepares students for informed Key Stage 4 option choices.
Students study: English, Mathematics, Science, German or Spanish, History, Geography, Religious Education, Art, Design and Technology, Drama, Music, ICT, Personal Development, Physical Education
Students follow a 50-period, two-week timetable and are placed in attainment sets for English, Mathematics and Science.
Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum balances academic rigour with breadth and flexibility, allowing students to pursue pathways that reflect their strengths, interests and future aspirations.
All students follow a core programme of study alongside four option subjects selected through the options process. Most students study nine qualifications at Key Stage 4. For
Core Subjects
All students study both GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. 
In Mathematics, all students follow the GCSE Mathematics course, with the most able mathematicians also being entered for the AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics at the end of Year 11.
In Science, the majority of students follow the GCSE Combined Science, Trilogy course, which is equivalent to two GCSE qualifications. Students who demonstrate particularly strong aptitude and attainment in Science may study separate GCSE qualifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, leading to three GCSEs.
Option Subjects
Students have considerable flexibility when making their Key Stage 4 option choices and are not restricted to predefined pathways. Option blocks are created from students' preferences, allowing the curriculum offer to be reviewed and adapted each year to best meet the needs, interests and aspirations of learners while making effective use of available resources.
Students can choose from a wide range of subjects, including: 
Modern Foreign Languages: French, German and Spanish
Humanities: Geography, History and Religious Studies
Creative Arts: Art, Drama, Music, Media Studies and Product Design 
Other Subjects: Business Studies, Computer Science, Information and Creative Technology (ICT), Physical Education and Health & Social Care

For a small number of students, an alternative pathway is available, offering a personalised programme of study that may include fewer option subjects, Open Awards Entry Level qualifications and the King’s Trust Entry Level Certificate in Personal Development and Employability Skills, helping students prepare for further education, training or employment.
Careers Education
Careers education is embedded throughout the curriculum. Students benefit from careers guidance, employer encounters, workplace-related learning and advice that helps them make informed decisions about future education, training and employment.
Key Stage 5 (Sixth Form)
Westwood College works in partnership with Leek High School to provide a comprehensive Sixth Form curriculum.
Students can choose from over 20 academic and vocational Level 3 courses, with most studying three qualifications. Programmes are tailored to individual strengths, interests and future aspirations.
Alongside their studies, students can access opportunities such as:
· Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
· Duke of Edinburgh's Award
· Leadership and mentoring programmes
· Work experience and careers activities
· University and apprenticeship preparation
Students progress to a wide range of destinations, including university, apprenticeships, further training and employment.
Curriculum Review
Our curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure it remains ambitious, relevant and responsive to the needs of our students, community and the changing world beyond school.
For detailed information about individual subjects and curriculum pathways, please visit the relevant curriculum pages on our website.
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