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26th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  

 
I hope that you and your families are well during this challenging time. 
 
Over the coming weeks we will seek to keep students and parents informed of any developments in the current 
education landscape. With guidance from the Government updated on an almost daily basis, we’ll ensure that you are 
kept up to date with the things you need to know. 
 
For many students and parents the most pressing issue is that of the outcomes of the examination courses, primarily 
in Years 11, 12 and 13. The Department for Education issued further guidance last Friday (which can be accessed here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced), confirming that this 
summer’s examinations would be cancelled and setting-out a basic outline of how grades will be determined. We 
await confirmation of how the process will work and will share this information with you when it is released. 
 
What follows is our current guidance: 
 
• We have received numerous queries from students and parents regarding coursework for those in Year 11 
and Year 13. With the College now closed, and therefore access to College facilities and resources not possible, there 
is no expectation for the majority of students to complete any outstanding coursework projects. As outlined in the 
Government’s guidance, predicted grades will rely on the teacher’s judgement, taking into account their knowledge 
of the student, work completed so far (including any coursework completed up until this point), and the results of 
previous tests. They will also factor in the work that the student would have completed between the closure of the 
school and the end of the course. Students who wish to continue work on coursework can, of course, continue, though 
it is not compulsory and will not place them at an advantage to others. 
 
• The only exception to this is for current BTEC students. BTEC courses are predominantly coursework based. At 
the moment there is not a clear decision from the exam board (Pearson) other than they have 'paused' their 
coursework verification process. Therefore, we are advising that BTEC students, where possible and practical, should 
continue to liaise with their teachers in working on their coursework. 
 
• All students, including those in Year 11 and 13, should continue to work on material such as that available on 
the website. For students in Years 9, 10 and 12, this work has been designed to both consolidate work previously 
completed on each of their courses, and to give them experience of material they are yet to cover. We will continue 
to update these resources to ensure they help to prepare these students for the resumption of their studies. For 
students in Years 11 and 13, we will continually review the material available to ensure it is relevant to students’ next 
steps. 
 



    

On the website, you’ll find lots of information on the support available to students at this time and guidance on how 
they can look after themselves. We’ll also continue to regularly update our Facebook page with advice and useful links; 
follow us at www.facebook.com/WestwoodCollegeLeek/. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions please contact the College, though please be aware we are operating with a 
reduced staff and responses may take longer than usual. We appreciate your patience and support at this time. 
 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Mr Taylor  
Headteacher  

http://www.facebook.com/WestwoodCollegeLeek/

