
Year 13 Psychology Independent Study Task 

 

Year 13 Psychology Miss Maunders 

Dear students you should all have the remaining work for the relationship’s topic. Your tasks 

are: 

1. Read and annotate all of the key theories and research studies for relationships 

2. Revise the area using revision cards, mind maps etc 

3. Answer question as part of your revision: use questions given in class, also access the 

AQA website as shown in class 

4. Revise research methods through completing papers: you have papers and mark 

schemes given in lessons and also access more via the AQA website 

5. Revise and complete papers in preparation for your final examinations. 

 

Year 13 Psychology – Mrs Partington  

  

4.3.1 Issues and debates in Psychology 

• Gender and culture in Psychology – universality and bias. Gender bias including 

androcentrism and alpha and beta bias; cultural bias, including ethnocentrism and cultural 

relativism. 

• Free will and determinism: hard determinism and soft determinism; biological, 

environmental and psychic determinism. The scientific emphasis on causal explanations 

.• The nature-nurture debate: the relative importance of heredity and environment in 

determining behaviour; the interactionist approach 

.• Holism and reductionism: levels of explanation in Psychology. Biological reductionism and 

environmental (stimulus-response) reductionism. 

• Idiographic and nomothetic approaches to psychological investigation. 

• Ethical implications of research studies and theory, including reference to social 

sensitivity. 

 You have been taught the highlighted issues and debates. You need to go over and learn 

the remaining three.  

This is the last section of the course I am due to teach you. Handouts will be given out in 

class or can be emailed to you. Please go through, create revision documents. Each sheet 

has a number of questions at the bottom of them. You must write a 16 mark essay for each 

issue and debate.  

  



Useful websites;  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-

7182/assessment-resources?f.Qualification%7CE=A-

level&f.Component%7C7=Paper+3&sort=date&num_ranks=20 

  

https://www.simplypsychology.org/a-level-debates.html 

  

http://www.psychbug.co.uk/issuesdebates.html 

 

Myself and Mrs Partington can be contacted via email 

emaunders@ttlt.org.uk  gpartington@ttlt.org.uk  
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