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22nd May 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Westwood College Update  
 
I hope that you and your families are well. 

In-line with the recent decision of the Government, we will be planning to begin to offer face-to-face support to 

supplement the remote education of Year 10 and Year 12 students after half-term.  In order to allow us time to 

properly prepare the school site and to allow for full staff training, this will commence from Monday 8th June.  It is 

hoped that by this time we will have received further guidance from the Government as to the expectations for these 

Year groups, which at the time of writing has still not been published.  This provision will be alongside the full-time 

provision we are currently offering to priority groups, as well as the continued remote support we are offering to 

students in these and other year groups. 

The face-to-face support that we are able to offer will depend on a number of factors, including the availability of staff 

and the learning spaces available when social distancing measures are taken into account.  It will also depend on the 

decision taken by the Government on 28th May on whether their five tests have been met, and they deem it safe to 

press ahead with increased in-school provision. 

At present, the intention for students in Year 10 is to invite them in on an individual basis from 8th June in order to 

complete a 1-2-1 academic review with a member of teaching staff.  This review will allow the member of staff to 

discuss the students’ wellbeing, the progress they have made with their remote learning, and any barriers they have 

come up against.  The information gathered from this review will be recorded and shared with the students’ teaching 

staff, allowing for relevant support and guidance to be offered from each subject. Students and parents will be notified 

via email in good time of their appointment time and location, and a parent will be welcome to accompany each 

student.  In the event that students do not wish to attend their review in person, arrangements can be made for it to 

take place remotely via Microsoft Teams. If this is the case, or if students cannot attend for any other reason, please 

notify the school office at your earliest convenience once you have received your appointment. 

For students in Year 12, we intend to offer some classroom-based teaching from Monday 8th June, with sessions 

running each weekday morning. Students will be taught in groups of no more than 10 and will have the opportunity 

to review their learning over the period that they have not been in school, and have constructive dialogue with their 

subject teachers. We will send out a detailed timetable and guidance during the week beginning 1st June, indicating 

which subjects will be offered on each morning. 



    

We are currently liaising with the different transport providers to ascertain what service they will be able to offer from 

8th June. We will inform you of the arrangements as soon as we have them, although we need to be mindful that a full 

service is unlikely to be available at least initially. 

We want to assure parents, carers and students that we will only offer face-to-face support if we are convinced it is 

safe to do so. We will be putting into place a wide variety of measures to support social distancing and to facilitate 

good hygiene and cleanliness.  Each space used will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after each use, and we will 

take steps to ensure students are not mixing with those from other groups.  No resources or equipment will be shared 

(all students must ensure they bring suitable stationery), and they should attend in clothing that can be easily washed. 

We will continue to support all students who cannot attend as well as those who choose not to attend.  As the 

Government have stated, parents of students who do not attend will not be at risk of any fines.  Students who should 

avoid attending school are those on the shielded list or those who live with someone who may be shielded or 

vulnerable.  As per the arrangement’s pre-lockdown, students with any Coronavirus symptoms, and/or those with a 

family member experiencing symptoms, should not attend. 

For students in Year 9, we will continue to offer full support for students’ learning on a remote basis, utilising the 

school website and VLE, SAM Learning and MyMaths.  Should the decision be taken by the Government to expand 

secondary school provision to students in Year 9, we will of course make arrangements accordingly. 

We also want to encourage students in Year 11 to continue with their learning in preparation for the next stage of 

their education.  There are currently a range of resources on the website and VLE to support this transition in a number 

of subjects, and more is set to follow.  This applies to students who are planning to return to Westwood Sixth Form, 

and to those choosing to follow other paths. 

We recognise that this is a worrying time for students and parents alike, and that any return to school has the potential 

to cause anxiety.  We fully understand and respect the decisions of parents in whether a child attends, and will 

continue to support the education and wellbeing of all our learners.  

Thank you for all your efforts in supporting the work of the school in recent weeks. Please continue to let us know if 

there is anything we can do to help further. 

Yours faithfully  

 

Mr M Taylor  
Headteacher 
 
 

 

 

 


