
 
 
                       The Talentum Learning Trust 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Westwood College, Westwood Park, Leek, 
Staffordshire ST13 8NP 

telephone 01538 370930 
email wwc.office@ttlt.org.uk 
website http://wwc.ttlt.org.uk 
 

CEO & Executive Headteacher: Mr A Shaw 
Headteacher: Mr M Taylor 
 

Our Ref: TYL/jc 

 

9th June 2020  

 

Dear Parent/Carer  

Westwood College Update  

I hope that you and your families are well. 

As outlined in previous correspondence, it is our intention to re-open Westwood College more widely from Monday 

15th June to students in Year 10 and 12. 

The Talentum Learning Trust Board have issued the following statement on Monday 8th June: 

‘The Talentum Learning Trust Board have reviewed the potential for opening schools from the 15th June in line with 

government guidance around Early Years, Reception and Year 1 plus secondary age pupils in Years 10 and 12. 

Recognising that there are still uncertainties around the virus status nationally and locally, schools will open wider to 

allow access for children beyond the vulnerable and key worker groups from the 15th June. Each individual school has 

organised its own patterns and numbers to optimize the opportunities for our children. These plans aim to minimize 

risk to children, staff and parents through maintaining social distancing, increased hygiene protocols and other safety 

measures. 

Over 90% of primary schools in Staffordshire have opened to wider numbers of children in the last two weeks, with all 

adopting a cautious approach. We have never had to deal with issues either nationally or in schools like this. It is 

reasonable to expect that there may be occasions in the future that some schools will have to adjust their offer and 

possibly even reclose for periods of time depending on local and national changes. This type of response will be on an 

individual school basis reacting to possible virus outbreaks, staffing or site issues. 

If there is an outbreak, the Talentum schools will follow the Staffordshire County Council guidance accordingly. Any 

further developments around school access or any further widening of the offer will be kept under ongoing review 

and schools will communicate our response as needed. 

May the Board once again thank our staff for their commitment and work over the last few weeks. We recognize how 

difficult this time has been for all of the community and thank you for your continued support’. 

At Westwood College, from Monday 15th June, Year 10 students will be invited into school to complete an academic 

review with a designated member of staff. The purpose of this review will be to check on student wellbeing, to 

ascertain the amount of work completed since the school’s closure, and to address any barriers to learning. All 

information gathered from these reviews will be shared with the student’s teachers in order that appropriate support 

can be provided. Each student can be accompanied by a parent/carer if desired. Students/parents/carers who do not 

wish to come in to school to complete the review can request that it takes place remotely, via Microsoft Teams. Invites 

for academic reviews will be sent out via email this week. 



    

For Year 12 students, we will begin to offer subject-based face-to-face learning from Monday 15th June. 90 minute 

sessions will run each weekday morning (9.30am-11.00am) in group sizes of no more than 10. The purpose of these 

sessions will be to supplement our remote learning offer – to give students the chance to talk to teachers, address 

misconceptions, and to receive support with ongoing work. Attendance will not be compulsory; we will continue to 

support all our students through the methods we have introduced so far. The timetable, outlining the subjects that 

will be available each morning, will be sent out via email this week. 

Please note, that only Year 12 students that have already confirmed their intention to attend (via email or phone) 

should attend from the 15th. Any students/parents/carers who change their plans and wish to attend should contact 

the school office so that arrangements can be made for subsequent weeks. It is essential this advice is followed, as 

the school cannot exceed its maximum capacity on any given day, as stipulated by the government. 

In the last week we have been completing and consulting on our Risk Assessment and Re-opening Plan. These 

documents outline the steps we are taking in preparing for re-opening and are now available to view on our website 

https://bit.ly/WWCB2SInfo. The Re-opening plan gives detail on our expectations for students and how we will operate 

from the 15th. It includes an ‘Eligibility to Return to School Flowchart’ which should be consulted in the event that you 

are unsure about your son/daughter returning. 

We continue to support students in Year 9 with their learning remotely, and are grateful for your support in this 

process. Work continues to be set for Year 9 for their current subjects; once we have confirmed students’ options 

choices, we will set work to prepare them for the courses they will be taking next year, as well as introducing further 

remote teaching opportunities for students. More information on this will follow. Students’ form teachers are 

continuing to make contact with students to check on their progress and wellbeing, and this will continue over coming 

weeks.  

For Year 11, we will continue to expand the material available to help prepare them for next year’s courses. For any 

students who are yet to apply to Westwood Sixth Form, we are still accepting applications. Application forms can be 

found on the website https://wwc.ttlt.org.uk/sixth-form/ , and can be emailed to the office. 

We appreciate that the current home learning experience is a difficult one for both students and parents. Most parents 

are not teachers, and most students are not fully able to teach themselves, no matter how many hours they put in. As 

we have stated before, students do not need to aim to complete all the work that is set, but should rather focus on 

completing some work each day at a pace that suits them. We encourage students to engage with the online lessons 

we offer, and any students who have any difficulty in accessing these or any of the other materials made available by 

their teachers should contact the office or their teachers directly. As we move forward we will be looking to further 

develop our remote academic and pastoral support, readying students for the next stage of their education. 

From the start, our aim has been to offer the best support we can to all of our young people, and I want to thank the 

staff at Westwood for their ceaseless efforts over the last 11 weeks. They have juggled looking after their students 

whilst looking after their own families, working in a way that is almost entirely unfamiliar to them. As we move towards 

this next stage of re-opening, I know this effort and dedication will continue. 

As ever, please do not hesitate to get in touch should you have questions, or if we can help in any way. 

Yours faithfully  

 

Mr M Taylor  
Headteacher 
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