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14th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Westwood College Update  
 
I hope that you and your families are well. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to give a brief update to all parents and students on remote learning and assessments. 
 
With all students learning from home at the moment, other than those of critical workers and vulnerable students, it 
is essential that there is a clear understanding of what is available remotely for students and how they can access it. 
 
Prior to Christmas and throughout last term, all students received a copy of the Contingency Timetable 
(https://wwc.ttlt.org.uk/students/support-for-students/), to be used in the event of a closure of any type. The 
Contingency Timetable lists all the live Teams lessons available to students across weeks A and B. This represents the 
minimum amount of lessons that will be live; teachers will communicate with their classes via their school email where 
additional sessions are being offered (especially in examination year groups). Students should attend all of their Teams 
lessons. 
 
Any lessons not delivered live on Teams are designated as Private Study slots. Where a student does not have a Teams 
lesson, they should consult their original timetable and complete the work that has been set by their class teacher for 
that slot. Work will be set by teachers commensurate with the amount of time available, and deadlines set for the 
submission of work. The completion of the work set, counts as the evidence of attendance for that session. 
 
Teachers will provide feedback on completed work, much as they would in class. We will contact the parents of 
students who fail to complete work to ascertain the reasons for this. Our aim, as always, will be to support students 
with their learning, though it is important that we follow-up where we find that work is frequently incomplete. 
 
Parents should inform the school if there is any reason why a student cannot attend their scheduled Teams lessons. 
We will contact home should there be any concerns regarding attendance to see how we can help. 
 
There may be occasions where a teacher is unable to lead a scheduled Teams lesson. In these circumstances it is not 
always possible to offer an alternate session, though we will do our best to make sure we give students notice of 
cancelled sessions and set work accordingly. 
 
 

https://wwc.ttlt.org.uk/students/support-for-students/


    

If you have any questions or require any support or guidance, please do not hesitate to get in touch. Our Remote 
Learning policy can be found here http://bit.ly/WWCRemoteLearning . 
 
Examinations 
 
As you will be aware, it was recently announced that national GCSE and A Level examinations will not take place this 
summer. The Department for Education has stated that teacher assessment will instead determine student grades, 
and whilst we welcome anything that leads to a fair system, we do not want students to become complacent and for 
their effort levels to drop. It is likely that schools will need to provide evidence of student attainment, whether this is 
through assignments completed remotely or assessments / examinations once students are back in school. Whatever 
the methodology, students must maintain their levels of engagement and continue to work to the best of their ability. 
 
We will of course inform students and parents of any confirmed changes, and will put plans in place accordingly to 
support students. 
 
We recognise that students in Years 11 and 13 particularly, may feel that they will not be able to follow their preferred 
courses next year due to the amount of time that they have missed in the last 12 months. We want to reassure all 
students that our aim, and that of the Department for Education, is to ensure that they are not disadvantaged in any 
way. We will ensure that our transition programme for the summer of 2021 supports students in closing knowledge 
gaps and in preparing them for their new courses. Any students who have not applied to Westwood Sixth Form and 
wish to do so can complete an application here http://bit.ly/SixthFormApplication21 . 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you need anything. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mr M Taylor 
Headteacher 
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