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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Update for Year 11 and Year 13  
 
I hope that you and your families are well. 
 
As you may be aware, on Friday 15th January, the Department for Education launched a consultation on how GCSE and 
A Level Grades should be awarded in 2021 (available here: http://bit.ly/35X2YYA) 
 
Though we have to wait for the results of the consultation to know what the final arrangements will be, the proposals 
that have been made allow us to speculate on what will be required. In short, the consultation proposes that: 
 

• A student’s grade in each subject will be based on their teachers’ assessment of the standard at which the 
student is performing, using a combination of evidence; 

• Evidence might include trial examination grades, grades from non-exam assessment (‘coursework’), grades 
from formal tests and other substantial work; 

• Exam boards will provide exam papers for teachers to set and mark, supported by mark schemes, exemplar 
papers and other guidance. The grades from these papers will help inform teacher assessment; 

• Teacher assessments will be submitted in mid-June, with results expected in mid-July; 

• All students will be able to appeal if they do not believe their grade reflects the evidence of the standard at 
which they were performing. 

 
With these proposals in mind, it is essential that students continue to engage with their learning and to work hard. 
Work on non-exam assessment will continue as guided by subject teachers with the aim of securing strong grades as 
evidence of performance. 
 
We were pleased to be able to complete a full programme of Year 11 trial examinations in December. We will now 
consider how best to complete trail examinations with Year 13, and will notify students and parents shortly of these 
arrangements. Our aim, as always, will be to support students and to give them the best chance of success. It is, 
however, important to stress that any grade that results from a trial examination will not dictate a final teacher 
assessment, but will rather contribute to the overall evidence base. 
 
Other assessment will continue remotely and face-to-face once students are back in school, our aim being to amass a 
portfolio of evidence for each student that will help inform the teacher assessments. As would usually be the case, 
support and guidance will be given to ensure students have the opportunity to perform to the best of their abilities. 
 
The Department for Education and Ofqual have also launched a consultation to look at which Vocational, Technical, 

http://bit.ly/35X2YYA


    

and other Qualifications will need alternative arrangements and how those arrangements should work. We will of 
course keep you informed of any updates. 
 
I appreciate that the uncertainty that students and families have been faced with is unsettling, especially at a time 
when stress levels are potentially already high. Please be assured that our main aim will be to support students and to 
help them achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you need anything. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mr M Taylor 
Headteacher 
 
 
 


