
YEAR 8 History task 

In September you will be studying the First World War 1914-1918 in History. We try to look at the 

War from a local angle where we can and to get you to think about how the War may have affected 

your ancestors. 

So as a start off, we would like you to have a go at the following task. And there are two options 

depending on what you can find: 

EITHER 

Carry out some family research (ask family members) and see if you can find out how the First World 

War may have affected one of your ancestors. You might well be talking about great or great, great 

grandfathers or uncles. And it is very likely that many of you will have ancestors who were involved. 

After all, can you work out how many great, great grandads you would have had?  

If you find out about someone who was killed from your family in the War there is a fascinating 

website run by the Commonwealth Graves Commission (CWGC). Here is the link: 

https://www.cwgc.org/find 

On this site, if you know the name of the person killed, and ideally some other information like their 

age or when they died you can find out lots of details about where they are buried or remembered, 

where they lived etc. You can print off pictures of the cemetery they might have been laid to rest. 

The website, only includes information about servicemen and women who were killed in action.  

With the information you find about someone who died or who survived the War, we would like you 

to produce a BIOGRAPHY of your ancestor. Tell us their: 

• Name 

• Date of Birth 

• Regiment and rank 

• Their story of the war 

• Include any copies of photographs or other evidence you might have 

OR 

IF YOU CAN’T FIND ANY INFORMATION IN YOUR FAMILY. THAT’S OK. YOU CAN STILL COMPLETE THE 

TASK! 

In this case, please research men from Leek who fought and died in the FIRST WORLD WAR 1914-

1918. Look at the following website: http://www.nicholsonmemorial.org.uk/stories-of-the-fallen/ 

On a desktop at the top you will find the tab  ‘the Fallen’. If you clik on it, you will see ‘Stories of the 

fallen’.  

 

https://www.cwgc.org/find
http://www.nicholsonmemorial.org.uk/stories-of-the-fallen/


and you will find information about individual soldiers from Leek who died. Choose one of these and 

produce your own biography of him. Include: 

• Name 

• Date of Birth 

• Their story of the war 

• Regiment and rank 

• Include any copies of photographs that might exist 

 

 


