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14th September 2021  
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
COVID 19 Update  
 
I hope that you and your families are well. 
 
I would like to start by saying well done to all students on the way in which they have started the new term. Students 
have been calm, attentive and enthusiastic; it has been great seeing them settle into the routine of school and to 
embrace the opportunities that Westwood offers. A special mention goes to our new Year 9 students, some of which 
may not have even visited the site before last week. 
 
Since the return of students to school, we have been monitoring Covid-19 cases and liaising with the Local Outbreak 
Control Team to ensure we act appropriately. Some students may have received a letter from school advising them to 
book a PCR test after we have identified them as a potential close-contact of a positive case; this is our effort to ensure 
that students are not missed through the NHS Test and Trace system. 
 
Despite this, we have seen cases rise in the last few days. Whilst these numbers are still low, we feel (in conjunction 
with the Local Outbreak Team), that it is now appropriate to consider the use of face coverings and other measures 
within the school building. 
 
As such, in line with our Outbreak Management Plan   
 
https://wwc.ttlt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/08/WWC-Outbreak-Management-Plan-Sept-21.pdf 

 
we are recommending that all students and staff wear a face covering whenever they use indoor communal spaces, 
such as corridors and indoor social spaces, from Wednesday 15th September 2021. The exceptions to this are when 
eating/drinking or when taking part in practical lessons, including exercise or strenuous activity. Students who 
cannot wear a mask for others reasons are also exempt. Students and staff are also welcome to wear masks in 
classrooms should they choose to. 
 
This approach will be reviewed in two weeks, at which point we will update you in the hope that we can withdraw this 
recommendation. 
 
We have a stock of masks in school should students forget or break a mask and wish to wear one, although this stock 
is limited. Students should bring their own wherever possible. 
 

https://wwc.ttlt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2021/08/WWC-Outbreak-Management-Plan-Sept-21.pdf


 

    

We will also be supporting students in maintaining good hand hygiene by encouraging hand washing and the use of 
sanitiser. We will provide sanitiser on the entrance to classrooms, but would encourage students to bring their own 
wherever possible. 
 
We hope that you will agree with and support us with these measures. Our aim is to minimise the disruption to learning 
that isolation causes. Whilst masks are far from ideal, we feel at this stage that this is a sensible approach to keep as 
many students as possible safe and in school. 
 
Please get in touch should you have any questions. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
Mr M Taylor  
Headteacher  
 


